
2019 WSBC: May 6 – May 11, 2019 
 
 
After a 2-year hiatus, it was again a pleasure to serve CJI as a delegate for the 2019 
World Service Business Conference.  I was happy to see the wonderful turnout of 
188 delegates including 17 trustees.  A strong international flavor was present; 
delegates from Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Germany, Greece, Israel, 
Italy, Mexico, New Zealand, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, United 
Kingdom attended, 18 countries including the United States. In addition to English, 
the Serenity Prayer was recited in French, Swedish, Spanish, Italian and Hebrew.  
This year’s conference was themed “Growing Our Membership Worldwide”. 
 
As was usual with a conference as important to the Fellowship as this one was, a lot 
of business was to be conducted.  Beginning on Monday, the first of several 
workshops began and on Tuesday there was three early bird workshops centering 
around this year's theme.  Wednesday morning, a forum for all voting members was 
held and centered around the theme of Each One, Reach One, Every Day-Carrying the 
Message of Hope”.  Later in the morning the first of two committee meeting sessions 
were held, close to five hours of work.  Thursday was the first of five business 
sessions with the final business session on Saturday morning.  Additionally, on 
Friday night, our region met for dinner in the uptown section of Albuquerque. 
 
I arrived at the conference on Monday morning and immediately checked in, went 
food shopping and registered for the conference. I was able to attend the Monday 
night workshop: “Carrying the Message: See a Health Fair/Professional Tradeshow 
Booth in Action”, and all three related workshops on Tuesday: “How Attractive Are 
We to New Members?”; “Keeping Members Engaged” and “Social Media-KISS 
(Keeping it Super Simple)”  and the workshop  “All About Conference “.  On Thursday 
I attended one of the two workshops held, “Attraction Rather Than Promotion- 
Multiplying Recovery- Virtual and Face2Face”. I also attended the morning OA 
meetings which is a pleasure to hear recovery from all over the world. 
 
My committee assignment was a new one for me after 2 years on Professional 
Outreach and 2 years on Conference Approved Literature, I requested 12 Step 
Within.  
 12 Step Within is in line with the forum’s theme of each one, reach one every day. 
The committee is broken up into sub committees and I am on “Strengthening 12 
Step Within Committees on an Intergroup level”. We have a strong international 
flavor with Italy, Greece and Germany represented. I look forward to our first online 
meeting on June 8th. 
 
The five business meetings were extremely productive, interesting, very serene and 
respectful. Cindy L., the outgoing chair of the Board of Trustees, conducted these 
meetings with great humility and gentle authority.  Some of the business conducted 
consisted of the re-setting of the consent agenda, Trustee applicant Q&A session, 



Trustee voting, the granting of the conference seal-of-approval for literature and, of 
course, voting on policy and by-law motions. I was surprised when the consent 
agenda was revised quite a bit. Various members requested for 4 business motions 
and 2 by-law amendments to be removed and discussed and voted on separately, 
which they were. 
I would like to briefly mention one new business motion that was important to both 
our Intergroup and our Fellowship. New Business Motion C was to amend Policy 
1988b, our Statement on Abstinence and Recovery, last amended in 2011. The 
motion had amendments and was sent to the reference committee and was returned 
Saturday as Substitute New Business Motion C. The substitute motion added back 
the sentence about spiritual, emotional and physical recovery with slight changes. 
This substitute motion is similar in parts to the previous statement and it added a 
concrete statement on recovery: Removal of the need to engage in compulsive eating 
behaviors. 
Additionally, considered were three pieces of literature submitted for the Conference 
Seal of Approval, 2/3 vote for adoption. The first, a new booklet entitled Body Image, 
Relationships, and Sexuality: Personal Journeys to Recovery in Overeaters Anonymous 
was adopted overwhelmingly. The next two considered were revised pamphlets. 
Dignity of Choice: Establishing a Plan of Eating. This failed and returned to 
committee for further research and changes. This can be returned next year to be 
considered by the body. The last piece, Welcome Back: Suggestions for Members in 
Relapse and for Those Who Care was adopted. 
 
The conference ended Saturday morning but since there were motions still to 
consider we were not able to get to the usual reports but had time for the green dot 
ceremony. The 7th Tradition taken once was an astounding $6252.00. 
I’d like to share some important things announced during the conference. The 
conference beginning next year will be shortened by eliminating the Monday and 
Tuesday workshops, the hope is that this will make the WSBC more affordable for 
service bodies to send delegates. There is a plan in place to reduce the number of 
trustees to 12 by 2024. Sadly, due to poor support, Lifeline will cease publication in 
about a year, a plan is being worked on so OA members can still share their stories. It 
was also announced the next time you visit the WSO web site you can now use 
Google search, much superior to our last search engine. There is so much more to 
tell about what happened and how it affects us. I encourage you to visit OA.org and 
begin with the 2019 WSBC wrap up report. 
 
Saturday night we enjoyed an inspirational speaker, dinner and dancing. All in all, 
the conference was about the growing of our membership worldwide and recovery.  
I cease to be amazed at the love, dedication and service so freely given by our 
members. Again, thank you for allowing me to be your CJI delegate for the 2019 
WSBC. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ross M. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


