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 OA CJI (Central Jersey Intergroup)  

Monthly Meeting – May 13, 2022 
MINUTES 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Chair, Danielle, after a moment of silence and the 
Serenity Prayer.  The Unity with Diversity policy, OA’s Tradition 5 and the Spiritual Principal of Purpose 
were read by Danielle. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Chair Danielle asked all attendees below to introduce themselves:   
 

• Barbara (Interim Treasurer), Ross (Jackson/Wednesday), Elaine (Lakehurst/Tuesday), Gloria 
(Lakewood/Wednesday), Joan (Manahawkin/Monday), Lee Ann (RWJ/Sunday), Marty (Lawrence 
Harbor/Sunday), Marybeth (Red Bank/Saturday), Mike (Brick/Tuesday), Mikey (Freehold/ 
Monday AM), Nick (Vice Chair), Robin B. (Webmaster), Robin M. (Freehold/Monday PM), Sima 
(Cranford/ Saturday), and Lusk (Pine Beach/Thursday). 

 
REVIEW OF LAST MONTH’S MINUTES 
 
Robin B. moved to approve last month’s minutes and Marty seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and 
the minutes from April 8th were unanimously approved. 
 
PAMPHLET PROJECT 
 
Mikey presented his portion of the pamphlet project on the OA Handbook for Members, Groups and 
Service Bodies (Recovery Opportunities).  He covered pages 18-24, which explains what different service 
positions in OA are, and described several examples in detail.  Mikey added it was an excellent tool and is 
full of specific information that everyone should know.  It is important to understand how OA survives.  
Lusk volunteered to present the next few pages of this pamphlet next month. 
 
OA Intergroup Principles and Strategic Goals were read by Danielle. 
 
OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
Danielle reported that Bobbi was unable to attend the meeting tonight so she will be reporting on some 
of her information.  The Atlantic Highlands meeting is unfortunately no more and the current “inactive” 
meetings in Cranford and Clark are actively trying to come back in-person.  The only meeting that is still 
in limbo is Aberdeen/Tuesday due to members who have immune deficiencies and cannot meet in person 
but are also not meeting via Zoom.  Danielle also reported on the World Service business conference 
coverage and explained she was supposed to cover for Lee Ann but was not allowed due to being 6 weeks 
short of the requirements, so it was just Ross and Mikey in attendance.  She is also looking to do a summer 
event, in person, with a focus on fellowship.  Mike volunteered to do something in July and Danielle 
offered to help him since no one else volunteered. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

Saturday – Branch Beach: May 8, 2018 (4 years) meets on beach between Memorial Day & Labor Day 

Tuesday – Eatontown (14 years) 

VICE CHAIR  
 
Nick asked everyone to review the proposed/amended By-Laws that are on the website for 30 days.  He 
explained there will be a vote at next month’s meeting.  The amendments to the By-Laws were 
recommended by Karen B. in order to update our By-Laws and be in compliance with World Service.  Nick 
suggested the amended By-Laws should be discussed at the group meeting level as well.  He advised that 
he went to his first in-person meeting since February, 2020 at Jackson on Friday morning and it was a 
great reading and writing meeting on the Steps.  Nick explained that he, Sima, Elaine, and Lee Ann are 
working on the Together We Can Retreat, which is currently in limbo. as the venues they approached are 
not available.  He advised this event will not be in conjunction with South Jersey Intergroup (SJI). 
 
TREASURER 
 
Barbara reported that due to the long meeting last month the March report was not reviewed but the 
donations were good.  April donations were only half of the previous month.  Reimbursements for travel 
were disbursed.  She stated we will probably do a mid-year review.  Ross advised he will discuss the large 
working budget that currently exists next month. 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 
Lucille was unable to attend this meeting, so no report was presented. 
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
 
Bobbi was unable to attend this meeting, but Danielle reported on her behalf.  We lost three (3) meetings, 
Friday/Brielle, Monday/Windsor, Monday/Atlantic Highlands. Also, Highland Park is now an online 
meeting and there is a new online meeting in Lakehurst/Tuesday. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Robin B. shared some numbers and reported the website continues to be used and almost half of the 
users are returning users.  She also showed everyone where the By-Laws are located on the main page 
and encouraged everyone to review them for next month’s vote.  Lee Ann mentioned that over half of 
the users are new and she wanted to thank Robin for her service in making the website a recruiting tool.  
Danielle was able to help someone who was hurting because he found her email on the website. 
 
Mikey reported there was a presentation at RWJ Medical School on 4/27/22 and he was there, along with 
Danielle, Ross and Joan.  He stated it was great and everyone loved it.  There is an actual presentation 
method now and they were sent a whole box of OA pens, flashlights, and literature.  The medical students 
were very receptive to everything.  Hope to do it again with actual residents who are in the psychology 
field.  Mikey mentioned he is getting involved with another large group in Middlesex County who does a 
lot with Food Banks, etc. 
 
Ross did not have anything to report on 12 Step Within at this time. 
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NEWS FROM REGION 7 
 
Lee Ann reported on Region 7 to spread the word about screen sharing.  There was a recent Board meeting 
and an update on screen sharing was discussed.  She stated OA has a vested legal interest in protecting 
its copyright over all literature.  It was clarified that you can screen share a small part of OA literature for 
the duration of a non-recorded meeting.  You cannot screen share multiple pages or go page by page on 
the screen during a meeting.  Exceptions are any information that is available for free on any OA website. 
Anything from Lifeline.org is not copyrighted and is free to use and share on screens. 
 
NEWS - WORLD SERVICE ORGANIZATION (WSO) 
 
Mikey reported on the recent WSO conference and stated he submitted an emergency business motion 
for the Board to create an ad hoc committee to investigate the dwindling number of attendees at in-
person OA meetings and how to encourage face-to-face meetings to flourish again.  Ross explained the 
action that came from this motion was that it was referred to the 12 Step Within committee.  Ross further 
reported on highlights of the conference and Danielle asked for all questions to be held until next month 
when a full report will be provided.  There were 218 delegates, which was less than last year’s, and there 
were interpreters for the first time. Four new Trustees, including Bob L. from SJI, were elected and they 
also added another one afterwards.  There are now 17 Trustees, based on the new amendment starting 
next year, and they will be general service Trustees assigned to regions and at least 2 must be outside the 
U.S.  The motion for July to be a service month was defeated and also the motions for the conference to 
be face-to-face in 2023, hybrid in 2024 and virtual in 2025 were defeated and are now in the hands of the 
conference planning committee and the Trustees.  Ross was happy to report the literature proposal from 
CJI passed with 70% approval. 
 
BY-LAWS 
 
Nick already provided an update. 
 
INSURANCE 
 
Mikey had no update to report. 
 
MARATHONS 
 

• Unity Day (last weekend February) – no report 
 

• Sponsorship Day (third weekend in August) – currently Danielle and Nick are on this team and 
Alex volunteered to help.  The committee has the right to decide how this will work. 

 
• Idea Day (third weekend in November) – no report 

 
• 12 Step Within Day (12/12) – no report 

 
RETREATS & EVENTS 
 
Together We Can Recover – Sima reported it doesn’t seem they will be able to find an in-person retreat 
for 1-3 days this year since Elaine had not heard from anyone.  She said a decision as to whether a 3 hour 
virtual workshop should be done like last year.  Since this is supposed to be a fundraiser Sima said she 
would work with others, including SJI, to determine how best to conduct this event. 
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• Service Workshop – Mike reported a flyer will be coming out soon on this event.  The date will be 
Sunday, 7/17 and it will be via Zoom for 90 minutes with 3 speakers discussing service above the 
group level. 
 

• History of OA – Danielle reported on this event and Ross stated he will send the flyer to Robin B. 
to post on our website and will also send to Region 7 once Danielle approves it.  There will be one 
of Roseanne’s sponsorees participating. 

 
Mikey mentioned lots of people have OA stuff from 30-40 years ago and Danielle asked if he wants 
to put together a separate in-person event.  Marty added it would be good to also discuss how 
OA is now and the impact of Zoom, etc.  Danielle suggested they get together to see if something 
could be done in a couple of months. 

 
• Winter Dreams – no report at this time. 

 
 
NEWS FROM GROUPS or ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Nothing was reported due to time constraints. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Robin reported in order to a podcast she discussed a plan for $17 per month or $240 per year but would 
need help creating some artwork.  She reached out to Susan from NJI, as she knows about this 
professional, but Susan never responded and Robin has not followed up again but will do so. 
 
Mikey reported on literature consolidation and storage and read information on recommendations and 
what has already been researched, but it is mostly a money issue.  Since CJI is the largest intergroup in 
New Jersey it makes sense to have a separate storage area that can be accessed by all.  A sub-committee 
was suggested to submit a proposal to be voted on.  Barbara agreed to be involved because the potential 
$150 per month cost could be an issue based on CJI’s current income.  Nick made a motion to create a 
sub-committee and Barbara, Sima, Nick, Robin M. volunteered to be involved.  Robin B. asked that the 
literature be reviewed to ensure it is still valid and not out of date before spending money storing it and 
Lee Ann agreed.  Some of it could be donated, or re-purposed, before spending over $100 per month on 
storing it and how much we could do with that money.  Marty added if new additions are available online 
should we really keep the old ones and Ross said there used to be a Library Committee that set aside $40 
of literature for each in-person meeting.  Mikey said that Robin M. is still handling the Library Committee 
for pamphlets, etc., for new members.  Danielle said that Recovery Centers of America will take OA stuff 
and there may be other recovery centers that would also accept it instead of storing it. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Marty reported that Toni Ann of NJI and they have created an email service for those who are looking for 
a sponsor and those who are available to sponsor.  It includes when the potential sponsor is available, if 
they sponsor from the Big Book, the OA 12 & 12, etc.  Marty made a motion that we join NJI on this project 
and Sima seconded and the majority vote agreed. 
 
Danielle read Concept 5 and Spiritual Principle.  
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UPCOMING 
 
OA Walk – Sunday, 5/22 at Shark River Park at 3:00 pm 
Sunday, June 12th – the History of OA (with one of Roseanne’s Sponsees) 
Service Workshop – Sunday, 7/12 via Zoom at 2:00 pm 
Weekend of September 16-19 - Region 7 Fall Assembly (scheduled to be in-person) 
Weekend of November 4-6 – Region 7 Convention 
 
General Note - please remember to send all changes for group meetings (new, cancelled, changed times, 
locations, contacts, etc.) to BobbiLink@aol.com.  
 
Danielle adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:30 pm after the Serenity prayer. 
 
The next meeting will be on Friday, June 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm via Zoom.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


